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Confession
Many people believe that they are genuinly good. But God says we are all sinners and that there is
not one who is good. God has made a provision for the forgiveness of our sins through the death and
resurrection of his son Jesus Christ. But as we shall see in the word of God below, God requires that
we confess our sins to him.

Forgiveness Requires Confession
Leviticus 5:5 – And it shall be, when he shall be guilty in one of these things, that he shall confess
that he hath sinned in that thing:
Leviticus 26:40-42 – 40 If they shall confess their iniquity, and the iniquity of their fathers, with
their trespass which they trespassed against me, and that also they have walked contrary unto me; 41
And that I also have walked contrary unto them, and have brought them into the land of their enemies;
if then their uncircumcised hearts be humbled, and they then accept of the punishment of their iniquity:
42 Then will I remember my covenant with Jacob, and also my covenant with Isaac, and also my
covenant with Abraham will I remember; and I will remember the land.
Ezra 10:10-11 – 10 And Ezra the priest stood up, and said unto them, Ye have transgressed, and
have taken strange wives, to increase the trespass of Israel. 11 Now therefore make confession unto the
LORD God of your fathers, and do his pleasure: and separate yourselves from the people of the land,
and from the strange wives.
Psalm 32:5 – I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will
confess my transgressions unto the LORD; and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin.
1 John 1:9-10 – 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his
word is not in us.

Nehemiah's and Israel's Confession
Nehemiah 1:5-7 – 5 And said, I beseech thee, O LORD God of heaven, the great and terrible God,
that keepeth covenant and mercy for them that love him and observe his commandments: 6 Let thine
ear now be attentive, and thine eyes open, that thou mayest hear the prayer of thy servant, which I pray
before thee now, day and night, for the children of Israel thy servants, and confess the sins of the
children of Israel, which we have sinned against thee: both I and my father’s house have sinned. 7 We
have dealt very corruptly against thee, and have not kept the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the
judgments, which thou commandedst thy servant Moses.
Nehemiah 9:1-4 – 1 Now in the twenty and fourth day of this month the children of Israel were
assembled with fasting, and with sackclothes, and earth upon them. 2 And the seed of Israel separated
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themselves from all strangers, and stood and confessed their sins, and the iniquities of their fathers. 3
And they stood up in their place, and read in the book of the law of the LORD their God one fourth part
of the day; and another fourth part they confessed, and worshipped the LORD their God.

Daniels Confession On Behalf Of Israel
Daniel 9:4-19 – 4 And I prayed unto the LORD my God, and made my confession, and said, O
Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love him, and to them
that keep his commandments; 5 We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done
wickedly, and have rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts and from thy judgments: 6 Neither
have we hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, which spake in thy name to our kings, our princes,
and our fathers, and to all the people of the land. 7 O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto
us confusion of faces, as at this day; to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and unto
all Israel, that are near, and that are far off, through all the countries whither thou hast driven them,
because of their trespass that they have trespassed against thee. 8 O Lord, to us belongeth confusion of
face, to our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, because we have sinned against thee. 9 To the Lord
our God belong mercies and forgivenesses, though we have rebelled against him; 10 Neither have we
obeyed the voice of the LORD our God, to walk in his laws, which he set before us by his servants the
prophets. 11 Yea, all Israel have transgressed thy law, even by departing, that they might not obey thy
voice; therefore the curse is poured upon us, and the oath that is written in the law of Moses the servant
of God, because we have sinned against him. 12 And he hath confirmed his words, which he spake
against us, and against our judges that judged us, by bringing upon us a great evil: for under the whole
heaven hath not been done as hath been done upon Jerusalem. 13 As it is written in the law of Moses,
all this evil is come upon us: yet made we not our prayer before the LORD our God, that we might turn
from our iniquities, and understand thy truth. 14 Therefore hath the LORD watched upon the evil, and
brought it upon us: for the LORD our God is righteous in all his works which he doeth: for we obeyed
not his voice. 15 And now, O Lord our God, that hast brought thy people forth out of the land of Egypt
with a mighty hand, and hast gotten thee renown, as at this day; we have sinned, we have done
wickedly. 16 O Lord, according to all thy righteousness, I beseech thee, let thine anger and thy fury be
turned away from thy city Jerusalem, thy holy mountain: because for our sins, and for the iniquities of
our fathers, Jerusalem and thy people are become a reproach to all that are about us. 17 Now therefore,
O our God, hear the prayer of thy servant, and his supplications, and cause thy face to shine upon thy
sanctuary that is desolate, for the Lord’s sake. 18 O my God, incline thine ear, and hear; open thine
eyes, and behold our desolations, and the city which is called by thy name: for we do not present our
supplications before thee for our righteousnesses, but for thy great mercies. 19 O Lord, hear; O Lord,
forgive; O Lord, hearken and do; defer not, for thine own sake, O my God: for thy city and thy people
are called by thy name.

Make Confession To Someone Who Will Pray For You
James 5:16 - Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed.
The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.
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Summary
We have all sinned. If we confess our sins to God he will forgive us. The Lord Jesus Christ died for
our sins that we might have his righteousness. Confession is simple. We just need to speak to God,
tell him what we have done wrong, tell him we are sorry, ask him to forgive us and ask him for strength
to overcome this sin in the future.
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