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God's Purpose For Our Lives
God has a common purpose for our lives. After we have fulfilled our common purpose, God has an
individual calling on each of our lives. As you shall see, you will learn God's purpose for your life in the
same way that Jesus and the prophets did. You can learn God's purpose for your life by getting to
know God, by prayer, by learning to hear God's voice and by yielding yourself to His will.

God Wants Everyone To Be Saved
Ephesians 1:3-7 – 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 4 According as he hath chosen us in him
before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: 5
Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good
pleasure of his will, 6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the
beloved. 7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the
riches of his grace;
Romans 8:29-30 - 29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the
image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom he did
predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified,
them he also glorified.
Romans 8:32 - He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not
with him also freely give us all things?
Matthew 18:11 – [Jesus said:] For the Son of man is come to save that which was lost.
2 Peter 3:9 – The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

Many People Choose Not To Be Saved
Matthew 7:14 – [Jesus said:] Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto
life, and few there be that find it.
Matthew 7:21-23 – 21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom
of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me in that
day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy
name done many wonderful works? 23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart
from me, ye that work iniquity.
Hebrews 4:2 – For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached
did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it.
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What Is God's Purpose For Us
Philippians 2:13 – For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.
John 15:1-8 – 1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 2 Every branch in me that
beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring
forth more fruit. 3 Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. 4 Abide in me,
and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye,
except ye abide in me. 5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the
same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast
forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are
burned. 7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done
unto you. 8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.
Jeremiah 9:23-24 – 23 Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let
the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: 24 But let him that glorieth
glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the LORD which exercise
lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the LORD.
John 15:15 – Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth:
but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you.
Psalm 23:3 – He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s
sake.
Isaiah 61:3 – To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil
of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of
righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified.
Philippians 1:9-11 – 9 And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in
knowledge and in all judgment; 10 That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be
sincere and without offence till the day of Christ; 11 Being filled with the fruits of righteousness,
which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God.

How Did Jesus Fulfill God's Purpose
John 5:19-20 – 19 Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The
Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these
also doeth the Son likewise. 20 For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all things that himself
doeth: and he will shew him greater works than these, that ye may marvel.
John 8:28-29 – 28 Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall
ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these
things. 29 And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those
things that please him.
John 14:8-11 – 8 Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us. 9 Jesus saith
unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen
2

me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father? 10 Believest thou not that I am
in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the
Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in
me: or else believe me for the very works’ sake.
John 10:30-33 – 30 I and my Father are one. 31 Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him.
32 Jesus answered them, Many good works have I shewed you from my Father; for which of those
works do ye stone me? 33 The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work we stone thee not; but for
blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God.
Mark 1:35 – And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed
into a solitary place, and there prayed.
Luke 22:39-43 – 39 And he came out, and went, as he was wont, to the mount of Olives; and his
disciples also followed him. 40 And when he was at the place, he said unto them, Pray that ye enter not
into temptation. 41 And he was withdrawn from them about a stone’s cast, and kneeled down, and
prayed, 42 Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but
thine, be done. 43 And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, strengthening him.

Faithful Patriarchs and Prophets
Psalm 37:23 – The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way.
Genesis 5:24 – And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him.
Hebrews 11:5 – By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found,
because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God.
Genesis 6:9 – These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man and perfect in his
generations, and Noah walked with God.
Job 1:8 – And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none
like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil?
Hebrews 11:8-10 – 8 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he
should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. 9 By
faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and
Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: 10 For he looked for a city which hath foundations,
whose builder and maker is God.
Hebrews 11:24-26 – 24 By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son
of Pharaoh’s daughter; 25 Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the
pleasures of sin for a season; 26 Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in
Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward.
Psalm 5:1-3 – 1 Give ear to my words, O LORD, consider my meditation. 2 Hearken unto the
voice of my cry, my King, and my God: for unto thee will I pray. 3 My voice shalt thou hear in the
morning, O LORD; in the morning will I direct my prayer unto thee, and will look up.
Matthew 11:11 – Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of women there hath not risen
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a greater than John the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than
he.

Discerning God's Will
Isaiah 30:21 – And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it,
when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left.
Proverbs 3:5-6 – 5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own
understanding. 6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.
Psalm 119:105 – Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.
Acts 8:26 – And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the south
unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert.

Discerning God's Voice
Luke 4:4 – And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word of God.
Isaiah 8:20 – To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is
because there is no light in them.
1 John 4:1-3 – 1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God:
because many false prophets are gone out into the world. 2 Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every
spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: 3 And every spirit that confesseth
not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye
have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world.

Advise To God's Faithful
Joshua 1:8 – This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate
therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then
thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.
Leviticus 18:1 - Ye shall do my judgments, and keep mine ordinances, to walk therein: I am the
LORD your God.
Deuteronomy 8:6 – Therefore thou shalt keep the commandments of the LORD thy God, to walk
in his ways, and to fear him.
Deuteronomy 13:2 – Ye shall walk after the LORD your God, and fear him, and keep his
commandments, and obey his voice, and ye shall serve him, and cleave unto him.
John 14:15 – If ye love me, keep my commandments.
James 1:22 – But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.
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1 John 5:3-5 – 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his
commandments are not grievous. 4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is
the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 5 Who is he that overcometh the world, but he
that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?
Matthew 6:6-8 – But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy
door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee
openly. 7 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be
heard for their much speaking. 8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what
things ye have need of, before ye ask him.
Philippians 4:6 – Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.
John 15:5 – I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same
bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.
Philippians 4:13 - I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.
Romans 8:6-9 – 6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and
peace. 7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither
indeed can be. 8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 But ye are not in the flesh, but
in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ,
he is none of his.
1 Thessalonians 4:1-8 – 1 Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord
Jesus, that as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God, so ye would abound
more and more. 2 For ye know what commandments we gave you by the Lord Jesus. 3 For this is the
will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication: 4 That every one of you
should know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and honour; 5 Not in the lust of concupiscence,
even as the Gentiles which know not God: 6 That no man go beyond and defraud his brother in any
matter: because that the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also have forewarned you and testified.
7 For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness. 8 He therefore that despiseth,
despiseth not man, but God, who hath also given unto us his holy Spirit.

When Does God Determine Our Purpose
Jeremiah 1:4-5 – 4 Then the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 5 Before I formed thee in
the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained
thee a prophet unto the nations.
2 Timothy 1:9 – Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our
works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the
world began,
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Different Gifts For Different People And Different Purposes
Ephesians 4:11-13 – 11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists;
and some, pastors and teachers; 12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the
edifying of the body of Christ: 13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the
Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:
1 Corinthians 12:28 – 28 And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily
prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of
tongues.
1 Corinthians 4:11 – 4 Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are
differences of administrations, but the same Lord. 6 And there are diversities of operations, but it is the
same God which worketh all in all. 7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit
withal. 8 For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the
same Spirit; 9 To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; 10
To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another
divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: 11 But all these worketh that one and
the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.
1 Corinthians 12:12-26 – 12 For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members
of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized
into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to
drink into one Spirit. 14 For the body is not one member, but many. 15 If the foot shall say, Because I
am not the hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body? 16 And if the ear shall say,
Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body? 17 If the whole body
were an eye, where were the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where were the smelling? 18 But now
hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him. 19 And if they were all
one member, where were the body? 20 But now are they many members, yet but one body. 21 And the
eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of
you. 22 Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary: 23
And those members of the body, which we think to be less honourable, upon these we bestow more
abundant honour; and our uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness. 24 For our comely parts
have no need: but God hath tempered the body together, having given more abundant honour to that
part which lacked: 25 That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the
same care one for another. 26 And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one
member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it.

Summary
God desires that we all receive His salvation which is his purpose for our lives. He further desires
to achieve his individual purpose for each of our lives. We all have the unfortunate fate of being born
into a sinful world. But we each have an unprecedented opportunity in all the universe never to be
repeated again. We each have the opportunity to allow God to work through us to achieve His purpose
for our lives in his plan of salvation.
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God desires to use each of us for a specific purpose which He has ordained for our lives before we
were even born. We do not need to figure out what God Has purposed for our lives, He will reveal it to
us if we take the time to get to know Him and to know His voice.
God gives each of us different gifts in order to accomplish his purposes for our lives. None of these
gifts are more important than others. There are gifts of: apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor, teacher,
miracles, healing, helps, administration, diversities of tongue, interpretation of tongues, discerning of
spirits, and other gifts not specifically mentioned.
God can call us to use these gifts in our local congregation, or in a regional, national or
international ministry. But in any case it is God who ordains our purpose, not ourselves and not
someone else. While other people do not determine God's purpose for our lives, God can speak to us
through other people.
No matter what God has purposed for our lives, it is important. In order for the body of Christ to
operate properly, all the parts of God's body must work in unison in accordance as God has called
them. While we may have more than one gift, each of the gifts are different. An evangelist is not the
same as a pastor and a pastor is different than a teacher. God may give a person more than one gift
but He has not called someone to an office if He has not given them the gift.
Seek God and His purpose for your life. Ask Him for the strength and faith you need to achieve His
purpose. Don't be afraid to step out of your comfort zone and seek God for the strength to do so.
Thank God for the opportunity to be part of His purpose for this world.
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